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Signs are important...

To identify your business

To help establish your image

To remind customers of your location
To establish a unified downtown image

Signs that complement the architectural features of a building, property,
or development help establish a unified image, a welcoming sense of
place, and a human scale for the street. They also reduce confusion, en-
hance wayfinding, and improve security. The guidelines in this booklet
reflect the Village of Skokie’s commitment to creating unique, memorable
places that customers will return to again and again.

These guidelines attempt to balance the need for sufficient identification
with requirements for high quality, aesthetically pleasing sign design.
They are also intended to provide the business owner with a better un-
derstanding of factors that contribute to effective identification. They give
only a general overview of the sign standards; please consult with Village
staff early in the planning process regarding sign standards that pertain
to your location and use. All sign regulations are contained in Chapter
82: Signs of the Village Code that can be viewed at the Village’s website.
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This booklet covers sign regulations for the downtown district only.




The following sign types are permitted in Skokie’s downtown district:

Wall Sign.

Any sign attached, applied to, or placed flat against the exterior front, rear or side wall or fascia
of any building or other structure.

Ground Sign.
Any sign supported by uprights, solid base, columns, poles, posts or braces placed in the
ground and not attached to any building.

Temporary Sign.

Any sign or banner displayed for a limited time period.

Canopy, awning, or marquee.
Any hood, designed to provide pedestrian shelter, made of cloth or an approved membrane,
with metal frames attached to a building and carried by a frame supported by the building.

Window Sign.

Those signs regardless of material, which are on the inside surface of the window. Signs, pack-
aged products, packaging materials and other opaque material which are not placed on the
surface of the window shall be considered to cover the window if they are placed within 36
inches of the glass surface in such a manner as to achieve the same visual result.

Projecting “Blade” Sign.
A sign attached to a structure which projects greater than 12 inches from the exterior wall of
the structure.

Photos and sketches on the following pages illustrate correct and in-
correct installations by type. Other sign regulations in Chapter 82:
Signs of the Village Code may also apply. Any discrepancy in sign
definitions or regulations shall revert to Chapter 82: Signs of the Vil-
lage Code.
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WALL SIGNS

lincoln park

Established 1989 773.327.7978
THOUGHTFUL DESIGN SUPERIOR QUALITY PASSIONATE SERVICE 3
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Wall signs shall not be wider than 80% of a tenant’s frontage,
and must be a minimum 2’ from each side of the tenant’s space.




WALL SIGNS
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newbalance

chicago

One wall sign is allowed per signable area (the designated area of a
facade which is free of windows, doors and major architectural details).
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WALL SIGNS
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No letter or logo shall be taller than 24” for uses less than 10,000 square feet
in area of the building footprint. Uses 10,000 square feet or greater in size
shall be allowed letters or logos up to 36”.
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WALL SIGNS
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Gross surface area of a wall sign shall not
exceed one third of the signable area.




WALL SIGNS




WALL SIGNS
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Wall signs shall not cover, wholly or partially, any
wall opening nor project beyond the ends of the facade.

Wall signs shall not project more than 12” from the wall.
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WALL SIGN TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

TOP 10% OF FACADE
— ONE SIGN PER SIGNABLE AREA CANNOT BE SIGNED
— "SIGNABLE AREA" AREA OF SIGN CANNOT
CANNOT EXCEED EXCEED 1/3 OF
1/3 OF FACADE SIGNABLE AREA ——
¢2I\{I_I0N"+ MAX 80% OF WIDTH OF OCCUPANT'S SPACE 2'\4_"0\1.?
NO LETTER
OR LOGO
TALLER
THAN 24"
2"*‘ < 12" MAX»‘ [t
MAKE WALL SIGN AS
FLAT AS POSSIBLE
MIN 10'-0"
ABOVE PUBLIC
WAY
Example 1 Example 2 11

Sec. 82-14.b/ Sec. 82.27.c
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GROUND SIGNS

Ground signs shall be located in a landscaped bed.

For multi-user ground signs or for ground signs with changable type, the maximum
sign area shall not exceed 50 square feet per side or a total of 100 square feet.
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GROUND SIGNS

Only one ground sign is allowed at any single or multiple-use site. Each use shall have a
proportionate share of the sign based on its proportion of linear footage of building frontage.
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GROUND SIGNS

Ground signs shall not project more than half their height or
project over the public right of way.




GROUND SIGNS

Ground signs shall not be taller than 18’ or the top
of any roof or facade of the associated building.
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GROUND SIGNS

Ground signs shall not be located closer than their height to any interior lot line.

/4&




GROUND SIGNS

The gross area of a ground sign shall not exceed 35 square feet
per side or 70 square feet for a total of all sides.

17
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GROUND SIGN TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

Multiple Occupant or
Single Occupant Sign Changeable Copy Sign

50 SQUARE FEET

35 SQUARE FEET MAXIMUM
MAXIMUM PER FACE
PER FACE (2 FACES MAXIMUM)

(2 FACES MAXIMUM)

MAXIMUM HEIGHT 18'-0" DIMENSION OF <NOT TO PROJECT
OR TOP OF ROOF OR MORE THAN 1/2
SIGN ABOVE
FACADE OF ASSOCIATED HEIGHT OF THE SIGN
BUILDING MIN 10'-0" FOR
S S — VEHICULAR
CLEARANCE PLANTING
e e T A A
£ 5T 1 b g 50
| MINIMUM 18"
FOUNDATION * FOUNDATION —=+
AS REQUIRED BY AS REQUIRED BY
BUILDING CODE BUILDING CODE
MIN
—~ 4
ONE GROUND SIGN PER SINGLE OR MULTI-USE SITE.
Monolith Sign
MIN" NO CLOSER THAN SIGN HEIGHT TO ANY
] 20" |=— INTERIOR LOT LINE, REAR LOT LINE OR — =
%’;‘D%I\Elél- ADJACENT GROUND SIGN

35 SQUARE FEET
MAXIMUM
PER FACE
(2 FACES MAXIMUM)

PLANTING

MINIMUM 12" [

FOUNDATION
AS REQUIRED BY
BUILDING CODE

19

Sec. 82-14.a/ Sec. 82.27.d
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TEMPORARY SIGNS

Temporary signs made of combustible material
shall not be larger than 4’ in any dimension.

Temporary signs shall not cover any wall opening, wholly or partially.




TEMPORARY SIGNS

Temporary signs shall not exceed 25 square feet
in area or 25% of window area and shall maintain
36" clear between sign and window.

21
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TEMPORARY SIGNS

One freestanding A-frame sign is allowed per business. It must be located within
10 feet of the primary entrance. The sign is limited to 6 square feet in area per side
and 4 feet in height.

G206 Gaeorge Pallon Associates, Ino,

VOSDOCS-#393007-v2-2011-11-xx_JJR_Downtown_Sign_Guidelines_-_Edits
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TEMPORARY SIGNS

23.1
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TEMPORARY SIGNS

*Sign
board not
included

MoTHERS DAy

23.2
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TEMPORARY SIGN TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

TEMPORARY SIGN OF
COMBUSTIBLE MATERIAL

7l
’

LOCATE CLE.P\HANC—E

WITHIM
10" OF MalN
ENTRANCE

23.3

Sec. 82
VOSDOCS-#393007-v2-2011-11-xx_JJR_Downtown_Sign_Guidelines_-_Edits
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

Canopy lettering or a logo shall not exceed one-third
the area of the canopy face parallel to the building.




CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

kas Piralas

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

1552 N, WELLS

(312)664-82T1

Canopy letters or lettering shall only identify the name or use of the
business conducted therein, and the address number. No letters shal
exceed 18” height, nor shall any logo exceed 20” in height.

Las  Vinatas
MEY ICAN RESTAUR ANT
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

The top of a canopy, awning or marquee shall be at least 12 inches
below the top of the building parapet or 10% of the facade
above the window line whichever is less.




CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

A canopy, awning or marquee shall be at least
four feet from the public curb line.
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

If the business has a wall sign the awning may only contain a logo and address.
The address shall not exceed 12 inches in height.
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES

T a.v

| i

Canopies, awnings and marquees shall be
supported by building connections only.

AR o ey
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES
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No temporary sign or advertising material shall be hung
from or on canopies, awnings or marquees.




CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND MARQUEES
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CANOPY AND AWNING TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

!

AT LEAST 12"

LETTERING OR —=ff

2 I —U LETTERINGOR

LOGO ON THE 1 LOGO NOT TO
VERTICAL \LETTERING SHALL NOT EXCEED AND LOGOS SHALL NOT EXCEED IN HEIGHT | EXCEED 1/3
CANOPY I e e e e e e e e e e e ———— THE AREA OF THE
FAGE FACE OF THE
ONLY CANOPY
ONE CANOPY, AWNING OR MARQUEE ALLOWED FACING
ANY STREET, MALL PARKING LOT OR PUBLIC ACCESS AREA.
_—
7
LETTERING AND AT LEAST
LOGOS RESTRICTED |——— 4'-0" FROM (
TO FRONT FACE CURB LINE L

MIN 7'-6"
FRAME
ABOVE

SIDEWALK

FREE FABRIC——— r

MIN 6'-8" MIN 7'-6"

Example 1

ABOVE FRAME

SIDEWALK ABOVE
SIDEWALK
Example 2
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Sec. 82-14.e
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WINDOW SIGNS

Window signs are limited to one sign per window pane
(size not less than 2 square feet) or glass door.




WINDOW SIGNS

o
g‘iani & Pedi

Monday, Tuestay
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Neon tubing or other bare bulb lighting along the perimeter of a
window or covering the window surface is prohibited, except for
temporary holiday lighting displays.

35
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WINDOW SIGN TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

LIMIT ONE
SIGN PER
WINDOW
PANE OR

C{> GLASS DOOR

—— SIGNS LIMITED TO 25%
OF EACH WINDOW PANE

WINDOW SIGNS ARE DEFINED AS ANY SIGN, PLACARD OR PRINTED OR HAND-LETTERED
SHEET ATTACHED TO THE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE FACE OF THE GLASS OR PLACED WITHIN
18 INCHES OF THE INSIDE FACE OF THE GLASS.

37

Sec. 82-23
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PROJECTING “BLADE” SIGNS

\

2

- MOCOTL20-HNCO

T u” YES,

Maximum area for a blade sign is 10 square feet.
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PROJECTING “BLADE” SIGNS

A blade sign shall be of rigid materials or taut fabric
and attached without chains or diagonal bracing.

39
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PROJECTING “BLADE” SIGNS

= P
4

/

Projecting signs shall be located at least 2’
from each side of the tenant’s space.

=

L
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Thickness of projecting signs shall not exceed 3”.
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PROJECTING "BLADE" SIGN TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

ONE BLADE
SIGN PER TOP 10% OF FACADE
SIGNABLE AREA — —— MAXIMUM CANNOT BE SIGNED ———

THICKNESS 3"

! r
_MIN2-0"FROMEND
OF TENANT SPAGE

SIGNS SHALL BE OF RIGID
MATERIAL OR OF TAUT
FABRIC AND ATTACHED
WITHOUT CHAINS OR
DIAGONAL BRACING ﬁ._\

MAX 3-0" - X
PROJECTION~, 16" —=—
[—— / ——
S MAX 10 L MAX 10 >X - MAX 10
3'l4" SQ. FT. 68" sQ. FT. sQ. FT.
BOTTOM OF BOTTOM OF BOTTOM OF
SIGN MIN 8-0" SIGN MIN 8-0" SIGN MIN 8'-0"
ABOVE PUBLIC WAY ABOVE PUBLIC WAY ABOVE PUBLIC WAY
Examples
Sec. 82.27.e

VOSDOCS-#393007-v2-2011-11-xx_JJR_Downtown_Sign_Guidelines_-_Edits
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RESTAURANT MENUS

42

A restaurant menu is a case or frame containing a menu, limited to 20
inches in height and 400 square inches in area, attached to a building
occupied by a restaurant.

VOSDOCS-#393007-v2-2011-11-xx_JJR_Downtown_Sign_Guidelines_-_Edits
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RESTAURANT MENUS TECHNICAL GUIDELINES

MAXIMUM

= Restauramnt

INCHES

|

MAX I Menu

20

43

Sec. 82-2

VOSDOCS-#393007-v2-2011-11-xx_JJR_Downtown_Sign_Guidelines_-_Edits
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REAL ESTATE SIGNS

ROOT REALTY

(312) 753-8479
(773) 3482080

A real estate sign advertising “vacant business property” shall not exceed 24 square feet
for property with a street frontage up to 100 feet. For property with more than
100 feet of frontage, the sign shall not exceed 48 square feet.

\‘n N
_X‘“‘

O
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Prepared by JJR LLC 35 East Wacker, Suite 2200 Chicago, IL 60601
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